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March 24, 2020

Dear High School Families,

I am writing to you today with information specific to the High School. To begin, the day before the fall 
break my children’s father passed away. I flew back to the U.S. to support my children and am now 
unable to return to South Africa due to the travel restrictions. That said, I will be working remotely from 
the U.S. As most of the world is now working remotely, we do not see this as a problem other than time 
zone issues. Please be assured I will attend to all of the duties and responsibilities of my role.

This is a very difficult time for everyone and we recognize that patience is key. Our teachers are working 
hard to plan and deliver an online program that will provide some continuity in learning during these 
unprecedented times. I could not be more proud of this group of educators dedicated to providing high 
quality education even during a crisis pandemic.

We are ever-mindful that this is also a time our Seniors, specifically, are grieving the potential loss 
of some of the activities that make this last year of high school so very special. I ask that we are all 
sensitive to what this means for these students. We will do everything possible to find ways to celebrate 
them in the coming days.

Dr. Jubert has provided you with general information regarding where we are as a school now that 
the country is in a total lockdown. There will be an FAQ posted on our website addressing questions 
surrounding activities such as Innovation Term, Prom, Graduation, service hours, Impact Projects, etc. 
Below is information specific to AP and our online learning platform:

Guidance on AP from the College Board

Please refer to Information for AP Students Affected by COVID for detailed information.

• On April 3 the College Board will announce the dates for the AP Exams (they will provide 2 
different dates); more information on student accommodations; and the types of questions that 
will be found on the exam.

• The exam questions are designed and administered in ways that prevent cheating; we use a 
range of digital security tools and techniques, including plagiarism detection software, to protect 
the integrity of the exams.

• Scoring at-home work for an AP Exam is not new to the AP Program. For years the AP Program has 
received and scored at-home student work as part of the exams for the AP Computer Science 
Principles and AP Capstone courses.

• For the 2019–20 exam administration only, students will have a 45-minute online free-response 
exam at home. There is only free-response and no multiple choice section.

• While we encourage students to wait until closer to the test date to decide, any student already 
registered for an exam can choose to cancel at no charge.

• The exam will only include topics and skills most AP teachers and students have already covered 
in class by early March. The AP is slashing specific units from the content which will be on the 
exam. This is specific to each subject area and AP teachers will communicate which units will not 
be covered.

• Colleges support this solution and are committed to ensuring that AP students receive the credit 
they have worked this year to earn.

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/coronavirus-updates#free-ap-classes


• For AP 2D Art and Design:
– Selected Works: 3 works required (instead of 5) to be submitted digitally + Sustained 

Investigation: 10 images required (instead of 15), also submitted digitally
– Portfolio due date extended for all students to May 26 at 11:59 p.m. ET

• For AP Research:
– Academic Paper only (no presentation)
– Digital Portfolio due date extended for all students to May 26 at 11:59 p.m. ET

•    For AP Seminar
– Individual Research Report + Individual Written Argument only (no team or individual 

presentations or end-of-course exam)
– Digital Portfolio due date extended for all students to May 26 at 11:59 p.m. ET

Beginning on Wednesday, March 25, students and teachers can attend free, live AP Course reviews 
delivered by AP teachers from across the country. These mobile-friendly classes are:

• Designed to be used alongside work that may be given by schools.

• Will be recorded and available on-demand so teachers and students can access them any time 
via AP Classroom.

• Not dependent on current AP teachers continuing instruction. We know many AP teachers now 
face challenges that would make that impossible.

• Will focus on reviewing the skills and concepts from the first 75% of the course. There will also 
be some supplementary lessons including topics from the final 25% of the course.

Guidance on Online Learning

First and foremost, please refer to the Virtual Learning Plan posted on the AISCT website for detailed 
information. Below are some general guidelines:

• The online learning model is a combination of asynchronous (self-paced) and synchronous (live 
at a specific time of day) learning.

• On Tuesdays, students will follow their B day schedule and teachers will have regular scheduled 
lessons/help sessions/feedback time during their normally scheduled class times for B days. 
Thursdays, students will follow their A day schedule for the same. These are considered 
synchronous learning times. All other days are asynchronous and student will be working at their 
own pace.

Please know we are committed to doing our very best for the students. Great online learning takes time, 
and our teaching and learning experiences may be rocky initially as both teachers and students get used 
to this new way of learning. I remind you that if ever there was a time to pull together as well as exercise 
patience, now is it. Together we will all get through this and most important, learning will continue.

Wishing you and your family health, safety and positive learning.

Kind regards,

Ms. Katherine Banner
Upper School Principal
Email: kbanner@aisct.org
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