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March 24, 2020

Dear Middle School Families,

I am writing to you today with information specific to Middle School. To begin, the day before the fall break 
my children’s father passed away. I flew back to the U.S. to support my children and am now unable to 
return to South Africa due to the travel restrictions. That said, I will be working remotely from the U.S. As 
most of the world is now working remotely, we do not see this as a problem other than time zone issues. 
Please be assured I will attend to all of the duties and responsibilities of my role.

This is a very difficult time for everyone and we recognize that patience is key. Our teachers are working 
hard to plan and deliver an online program that will provide some continuity in learning during these 
unprecedented times. I could not be more proud of this group of educators dedicated to providing high 
quality education, even during a crisis pandemic.

We are ever-mindful that this is also a very difficult time for our Middle School students as they embark upon 
a transition from classroom with teacher to an online learning platform. This switch to a new learning mode 
calls for patience and support not only from our teachers, but parents too. We know children are resilient 
and often much more tech savvy than adults so we are hopeful they will adapt quickly to online learning.

As we begin this new learning journey you can expect some things to be different in terms of amount 
and types of work. Teachers will be doing more project-based learning, have different ways of assessing 
learning, and the amount of work will likely be less. I believe we are going to see some very positive, 
innovative learning experiences emerge for students. Grading will continue using Ed-Admin. I would 
encourage you to encourage your child to focus more on the learning and less on the grade.

Dr. Jubert has provided you with general information regarding where we are as a school now that 
the country is in a total lockdown. There will be an FAQ posted on our website addressing questions 
surrounding other school activities.

Guidance on Online Learning

First and foremost, please refer to the Virtual Learning Plan posted on the AISCT website for detailed 
information. Below are some general guidelines:

• The online learning model is a combination of asynchronous (self-paced) and synchronous (live 
at a specific time of day) learning.

• On Tuesdays, students will follow their B day schedule and teachers will have regular scheduled 
lessons/help sessions/feedback time during their normally scheduled class times for B days. 
Thursdays, students will follow their A day schedule for the same. These are considered synchronous 
learning times. All other days are asynchronous and student will be working at their own pace.

Please know we are committed to doing our very best for the students. Great online learning takes time, 
and our teaching and learning experiences may be rocky initially as both teachers and students get used 
to this new way of learning. I remind you that if ever there was a time to pull together as well as exercise 
patience, now is it. Together we will all get through this and most important, learning will continue.

Wishing you and your family health, safety and positive learning.

Kind regards,

Ms. Katherine Banner
Upper School Principal
Email: kbanner@aisct.org
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